ENERGY FOR TODAY

Meet the MRRA

Minnesota Resource Recovery Association (MRRA)
represents public and private partners managing solid
waste locally at resource recovery facilities in lieu of
landfilling.
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@Cé management process that reclaims
materials or energy from waste.

This includes anaerobic digestion, pyrolysis and
waste combustion (to produce electricity or steam).
We process more than 1,000,000 tons of waste
each year from more than 30 Minnesota counties.
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SOLID WASTE - THE BIGGER PICTURE
Waste Management
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State and Federal Policy prioritize
waste management methods.
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Solid Waste in Minnesota 2015-2020
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What is the role of MRRA?

We believe in moving towards zero landfilling! Resource Recovery is more favorable than landfilling and less
favorable than recycling. MRRA is loyal to the waste management hierarchy. We only want to process waste
that can't be reduced, reused or recycled. When all waste can be reduced, reused or recycled, then resource
recovery will be obsolete!

Learn more about MRRA or contact us by visiting mnresourcerecovery.com



Why is Resource Recovery preferred in
lieu of Landfilling?

For decades the MPCA, EPA and global environmental
leaders have agreed that with modern emission

control technology, resource recovery is a sustainable
practice—preferred in lieu of landfilling. Below are some
reasons why:

Per ton of waste, resource recovery generates

% one ton less carbon emissions than landfilling.
Resource Recovery reduces greenhouse gases.

ﬂ Landfills are the third largest source of human-
O
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generated methane. One ton of uncontrolled
landfill methane is over 28-36 times more harmful

to the environment than one ton of carbon dioxide.

. Landfills carry long term liabilities, occupying
& valuable land and risk of contaminating

groundwater. The State of Minnesota has spent
over $400 million on landfill cleanup. Over $400
million more in future cleanup is projected.
Resource recovery protects Minnesota’s
environment.
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</] . Over 440,000 Megawatt*hours of electricity and
-%- over 840 Million pounds of steam are generated
- and sold each year by resource recovery facilities.
Resource recovery contributes to clean energy
in Minnesota.

Resource Recovery Facilities use specialized
ﬂ equipment like optic sorters, air knives, magnets
ﬁ and eddy current separators to remove recyclables
from waste. Resource Recovery increases
recycling.

More about what we do

« MRRA counties are Minnesota's leaders in
recycling and composting.

» We support environmental justice.

» Member counties invest millions of dollars
in new technologies to increase reduction,
reuse, recycling and landfill diversion.
Planned projects include anaerobic digestion,
composting, metals recovery and ash
reutilization.

» Without resource recovery, landfilling will
continue to increase. In 2018, the Elk River
Resource Recovery Facility closed. In the
following years, landfilling increased 230,000
tons per year and recycling decreased
110,000 tons per year.

The Future of Solid Waste

The future is challenging! MRRA is working
hard with local and state partners to make

a difference. Please support our efforts to
manage waste better! Some future challenges
and opportunities include:

» Municipal Solid Waste is very diverse and
difficult to recycle. Extended Producer
Responsibility will be essential for future
success.

» Resource Recovery is more expensive than
landfilling. We believe revenue generated
from the state solid waste management tax
revenue should be spent on making solid
waste management more affordable.
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MRRA Waste
Management
Facilities across
Minnesota

Learn More

Kate Bartelt, MRRA Executive Director
M cmcconn@co.ottertail.mn.us

Contact MRRA

Chris McConn, MRRA Chair

M kate.bartelt@hdrinc.com




